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Preliminary documentation of old trees in the Pirot
District and their protection needs with special reference
to ‘zapis’ trees

IIpe1umMrHAPHO eBHACHTHPAK-€ CTAPUX cTabaa y
I[IupoTckom OKpPyry u noTpede HUXOBE 3aAIITHTE Ca
NMoceOHUM OCBPTOM Ha cTabJia ,,3amuce

Abstract: The aim of this paper is to identify the localities of veteran trees in
the Pirot District and to support their future protection as natural monuments
by recording them. The Pirot District (municipalities: Pirot, Bela Palanka,
Dimitrovgrad, Babusnica) hosts a number of centuries-old trees, mostly oaks,
that are part of cultural landscapes, village commons, churchyards, and field
boundaries. Some are already designated as natural monuments, such as five
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oaks at Osmakovo, pedunculate oak in Sopot, sessile oak at Divljana, as well
as black pine in Rsovci. However, many veteran trees remain undocumented,
unmanaged, and at risk from aging, soil compaction, climate stress, or human
pressure. They represent not only natural but also cultural and historical val-
ues of the Pirot area. Most of them were consecrated by the Orthodox church.
These trees are called "Zapis" in Serbia, and "Miro" or "Mirosano drvo" in
the Pirot District. Local communities believe that such trees protect their area
from storms and other misfortunes. Traditionally, annual processions called
"Litije" or "Krstonose" were held around them. The protection of old trees
aligns with Serbia’s Nature Protection Law and contributes to EU biodiversity
targets, climate adaptation, and cultural heritage preservation. Old trees can
serve as a bridge between ecology, culture, and economy. Protecting them not
only conserves biodiversity but also strengthens community identity, educa-
tion, and sustainable tourism.

Keywords: veteran trees, zapis trees, old oak, wild pear, Pirot District, pro-
tection

Cancemax: [Ipegmeiu 060l paga duno je ogpehusarve noKaIuleia clilapux
gpseiia y T[lupoitickom OKpyly, ca yumem ruxosol esugeHtiupara u moiyhe
bygyhe 3awitiuitie kao cuomenuxa upupoge. Ilupoiicku oxpyi (ouwitiune: Iu-
pouu, bena lanranka, Jumuitposipag, babywnuya) gomahun je opojuum ée-
KOBHUM CUIaOIUMA, YIIA8HOM XPACHIOBUMA, KOjU CY geo KYIYpHUX tiej3aica,
ceockux uapyena, ypkeenux vopiiu u meha uoma. Hexa cy seh upoinawena
3a cliomenuxe ipupoge (ileiti xpaciuosa xog Ocmarosa, xpaciu ayacroax y Co-
oy, xpaciu Kuiirbax xog {uemane, kao u ypuu 6op y ceay Pcosyu). Mehy-
wum, mMHola Geltlepancka cilabna ociuajy HeqoKyMeHIoBaHd, Heyupasband
u yipooicena ciiaperbem, cadbujarbem 3emMmputling, KIUMaicKum ciipecom uiu
mygekum uputiuckom. Ona ipegciiasbajy He camo upupogho, eeh u wpagu-
YUOHATHO KYIIHYPHO U UCTHOpUjcKo bolatticiieo iupoitickol kpaja. Behuny roux
Je oceewitiana ilpagocaasna ypkea. Osa ciiabna Hoce Ha3us ,,3auuc’, L, Mupo*
unu ,, mupocaro gpeo*. CilaHOBHULINBO 8epYje ga THaKeo gpeo Wituuiiu iogpy-
uje Ha Kojem ce Hanasu og ipoma u gpyiux Hegaha. Tpaguyuonanmo cy um cey
uacill ogpacasae ioguurbe ogopke ,, auttiuje’ unu ,,Kpcitlonoute’. 3awinuita
cilapux ctuabana je y cxaagy ca 3axkonom o 3awitnuiuu upupoge Peiiyonuke
Cpouje u gotipunocu yumwvesuma EY y ee3u ca buogugepsuitieitiom, ipuiaioha-
8arbeM KAUMATUCKUM UpoMeHama u ouysarbem Kyniuypre oawiuune. Cidapa
cilabna moly Hocayrcuttiy Kao Mocit uzmely exonoiuje, Kyniype u ekonomuje.
Fbuxosa 3awinuiua ne camo ga uysa buogusepsuitieiu el u java ugeniiuiteiu
3ajegHuye, 00pa308arbe U OGPHCUBU TLYPUZAM.

Kwyune peuu: ciuapa gpeeiua, gpseiia 3atiucu, ciiapu Xpaci, gueba Kpyui-
ka, [upoiticku okpyl, 3auinuiia
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INTRODUCTION

Natural monuments, including trees, are protected natural assets,
preserved parts of nature of special value and characteristics, which are
of permanent ecological, scientific, cultural, educational, health, rec-
reational, touristic and other importance. The protected trees represent
a great botanical value, and the oldest trees are a form of horticultural
heritage. Evaluations of trees and assessment of the extent to which
they meet protection criteria are carried out with the aim of protecting
nature, and based on criteria such as attractiveness, and natural charac-
teristics, which are reflected in scientific investigation and the develop-
ment of science, educational activities, the development of tourism and
natural protection.

Old trees often serve as habitats for birds, insects, and fungi. Pro-
tecting them ensures preservation of entire micro-ecosystems. Large
old trees store significant amounts of carbon and regulate local micro-
climates. In many countries such veteran trees are classified as natural
monuments or heritage sites to prevent falling or damage. They are also
subject of local dendrological monographs (Borkowski, 2024; Farjon,
2017; Fay, 2002; Zarzynski, Tomusiak, Borkowski, 2025).

Consecrated old votive trees are known exclusively among Orthodox
Christians (Krsti¢, 2010), and they are a part of local sacred topogra-
phy (Arankuna, 2001; Yajkanosuh, 1973, 1994; Mapkosuh, Huxonuh,
Pakomar u CrankoB JoBanosuh, 2024; Bykosuh, 2004). These trees
are usually called ,,Zapis” and can be found in many parts of Serbia.
Up until recently they had been little studied (Cvetkovi¢, Brankovi¢,
Markovi¢, 2007). A stone cross can be placed next to them, or a cross
may be carved into the trunk, and the surrounding area may be fenced
off. Serbian people believe that zapis trees must not be desecrated,
cut, climbed on, or slept under, and their fruit must not be used. Even
branches that have fallen off by themselves must not be collected. In
the Pirot district the term ,,Miro” is most commonly used to refer to the
whole holy trees, although the term ,,Zapis” is also used, and the term
“Mirosano drvo” is used in the Dimitrovgrad municipality Only in spe-
cial cases, a fire can be lit from the fallen branches, when a ,,Molitva”
lamb soup is cooked as part of ,,Litije”, customs around these trees.
Exceptionally, fruit or resin that flows from their trunks, which is called
,Miro”, can be picked for the sick (Veskovi¢, 2018).
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The aim of our research is to provide a preliminary census of veteran
trees, especially those regarded as holy in the Pirot District, i.e., to lo-
cate old trees and any threats posed to their existence, and provide an
overview of their main natural features such as authenticity, the degree
of preservation, representativeness, great age, landscape attractiveness,
as well as the functions and purposes of these natural assets in scien-
tific research, educational activities, the preservation of biological and
landscape diversity, development of tourism and preservation of the en-
vironment. Our main aim is to propose measures for their protection
and preservation as natural monuments. We also indicate which of the
visited trees had been consecrated in the past, as indicated by stone
crosses visible next to them.

METHODOLOGY

At the turn of July and August 2025, a joint expedition of the authors
of the paper was organized by the Research Association ,,Babin nos”
from Temska to visit selected zapis trees in the Pirot area. The activity
was advertised in the media https://www.pirotskevesti.rs/poziv-gradan-
ima-zajednicka-setnja-do-velikih-starih-stabala-pirotskog-okruga/. Ex-
perts on local tourist and geographical attractions were consulted, and
local village monographs were searched. The research also attracted
a local TV program, a shortened version of which can be seen at the
following link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6uOuh2dfl90. After
its airing, more respondents (Mr Miodrag Anti¢ and Mr Boris Dordev)
contacted us and provided further information.

An alphabetical inventory of localities (divided into municipali-
ties) where veteran trees are or were located until recently is presented.
This should be treated as a preliminary inventory, with more trees to be
found in the future.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The following localities with veteran trees in the Pirot District were
visited or recorded in interviews with local inhabitants. The visited lo-
calities are marked with an asterisk (*).

- Locality: Berbe¢ (Babusnica municipality). Reported by Goran
Miti¢ from Pirot. Next to the road for Babus$nica, across from the vil-
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lage of Gornji Strizevac village. At the end of the village there was an
old oak (Quercus sp.) which may be dead now.

- Locality: Berin Izvor (BabuSnica municipality). Reported by Boris
Dordev. An old pear tree (Pyrus sp.) of the traditional variety ,,vode-
nac” can be found in the village of Berin Izvor. The village is deserted.
There are no more inhabitants, except for a few people during the sum-
mer. According to Boris Pordev, someone may cut down this old tree if
it is not placed under state protection. This pear is still a productive tree,
bearing fruit despite its great age. This pear tree was probably planted
back in the Turkish era (Pordev, 2017). We do not know whether it is a
consecrated tree.

- Locality: Gor¢ince (Babusnica municipality). Reported by Goran
Miti¢. Near the road leading to the village of Kambelevac, in the lower
part of the village, there is a veteran oak tree (Quercus sp.).

- Locality: * RadoSevac, near Donje Krnjino (Babu$nica municipal-
ity). An old ,,zapis” oak (Quercus pubescens L.) was recorded next to
the church dedicated to St Panteleimon (Sveti Pantelejmon). A woman
from the village told us that Saint Panteleimon, August, 9, is the vil-
lage’s holiday and that the residents gather around the church and the
old oak tree. The priest reads prayers, and in the past a ,,litije”” proces-
sion was organized around this church and the oak tree.

- Locality: Stol (Babus$nica municipality). Reported by Goran Miti¢
from Pirot. An old sequoia tree (probably Sequoiadendron sempervi-
rens [Lindl.] J.Buchh.) is a local feature. It is probably not a conse-
crated tree.

- Locality: Babin Kal (Bela Palanka municipality). According to lit-
erature data (Mapunkosuh, 2003). There are six old ,,Miro” trees in the
area of the village: one tree at the locality of Carina, two trees at the lo-
cality of Radencica, and four trees at the locality of Gajbudza, of which
Manailovo Miro or Berdinsko Miro is the most striking (MapuakoBwuh,
2003, p. 52).

- Locality: BeziSte (Bela Palanka municipality). Reported by Goran
Miti¢. On the way out of the village BeziSte, towards a place called ,, Tri
lokve”, there is an old oak tree called ,,Miro”, with a stone cross and a
small chapel next to it.

- Locality: * Divljana (Bela Palanka municipality). A sessile oak,
Quercus petraea (Matt.) Liebl., is a well-known monument of nature
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under the protection of the state as a Monument of Nature. A yellow
board from 1984 with a description of the tree is placed near it. The oak
is a great attraction, but also a sacred tree that the locals treat with great
respect. Some sources say it was planted during the time of the Mace-
donian Emperor Samuil, who lived from 958 to 1014 (Mutuh, 2018,
p- 279). The oak is dedicated to the Holy Trinity (Sveta Trojica). The
nearby stone cross has fallen to the ground. Orthodox icons are placed
inside the large hollow in the tree. Several people can easily enter it.
It is the oldest oak in the district and perhaps in the Balkans (Muruh,
2018, p. 279). In the past, processions called ,,Litije”” were brought here,
the Sveta Trojica was celebrated, folk dances named ,,kolo” were per-
formed, but this has remained only in the memories of the older local
inhabitants.

There is another huge veteran sessile oak across the road, with a
smaller girth. According to a local woman, in the past there was a sign
explaining that the tree cures back pain. A specific length of time was
suggested in order for the tree to be effective. A local story says that a
young man from Pirot allegedly got up from his wheelchair after the
above mentioned tree therapy, following many years of reduced mobil-
ity. According to Miti¢ (Mutuh, 2018, p. 279) this oak tree is more than
500 years old and is believed to be helpful in the treatment of various
diseases. The age of both trees may however be greatly overestimated.

According to Joci¢ (Joruh, 2016, p. 128), in the field of the village of
Divljana, there is a consecrated oak called ,,Vitkovo Miro”, about 200
years old. The tree has three stems which form a unique crown, with a
scope of 79.83m, diameter of 25.41m, and height of 15,30m. The trees
grow in a north—south line, and the middle one has a cross carved on
the west side. The circumference of the trees is the following: southern:
2.80m, central: 2.65m, northern: 2.70m (Jouuh, 2016, p. 126).

- Locality: Dolac (Bela Palanka municipality). According to litera-
ture data (Jortuh, 2014). A dead lying trunk of a huge ,,Zapis” oak tree,
about 4m in girth, can be found in the place of the old settlement ,,Pusti
Dolac” (Jomuh, 2014, p. 108).

- Locality: Mokliste (Bela Palanka municipality). According to liter-
ature data (Jouuh, 2011). East of the village of Mokliste on ,,Curkavica”
hill, there was an old oak with the circumference of 4.6m, as well as a
stone cross next to it dedicated to St Luke, the Apostle (,,Sveti Apostol
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Luka”). The above-mentioned author emphasizes that the old oak is
completely dead with no green branches (Joumh, 2014, p. 195).

- Locality: Pajez (Bela Palanka municipality). According to litera-
ture data (Mapunkosuh, 2009). In the village Pajez, there is an old 19th-
century ,,Zapis” tree with a stone cross, named ,,Svraéin krst”, which is
from has almost completely sunken into the ground. The site belongs to
the ,,Svracinci” family, hence the name of the cross. It is not known to
which saint the cross is dedicated (Mapunkosuh, 2009, p. 124).

- Locality: Sinjac (Bela Palanka municipality). According to the re-
port of Goran Miti¢. In apart of the village called Tre$njanci, near an old
school, there is an old oak tree.

- Locality: Vrgudinac (Bela Palanka municipality). According to the
report of Goran Miti¢. East of the village of Vrgudinac, towards Novi
Selo, in a place called ,,Suplji kamen”, there is an old oak tree.

- Locality: Bafevo (Dimitrovgrad municipality). According to the
report of Goran Miti¢. In this village, near the border with Bulgaria, two
old oak ,,zapis” trees with a sacrificial cross can be found.

- Locality: Barje (Dimitrovgrad municipality). According to report
of Goran Miti¢ from Pirot. In the village of Barje, a large black pine
(Pinus nigra Arn.) can be found. There is a waterfall nearby. The black
pine comes from the Turkish times, from around 1850.

- Locality: * Borovo (Dimitrovgrad municipality). According to re-
ports of Grozdan Taskov, and Cvetko Ivanov after the Second World
War the former village of Borovo was separated into three villages:
Barje, Bilo and Verzar.

Description: There may even be twenty consecrated Quercus cer-
ris oaks in the village. There is a ritual place named ,,Borovsko polje”,
located on a hill which is now overgrown by several old trees, forming
a sort of sacred grove. In the place of oldest oak, there is now a stone
cross and a pear tree which now serves as a consecrated tree. Currently
the oldest oak has a height of about 12 m and a trunk circumference of
about 3.5 m. The circumference of other trees is 2.5-3 m. Branches fall,
but they are left untouched to rot under the tree. Apart from the pear tree
and oaks of varying sizes, some hornbeams (Carpinus betulus L.) can
be found, as well as a huge cherry plum (Prunus cerasifera Ehrh.). The
name of the neighbouring mountain Peros, shaped like a volcano and
visible from the site, may stem from the name Perun, the Slavic god of
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thunder. Later the cult was transformed into the worship of St Elijah the
Thunderer (Sveti Ilija Gomovnik). On August 2 (St Elijah day) all resi-
dents traditionally gather at the mentioned cult place, Borovsko polje,
next to the old oak trees. The authors took part in this ritual in 2025.
Every family used to have their own stone. The stones are small, the
size of a dog’s head. They form three rows. Now they are overgrown
by grass. The village is deserted now but people who lived in the vil-
lage and their relatives come from all over the world to take part in
the celebration of Sveti Ilija. Every family prepares their bread, named
»pogaca”, as well as boiled grain called ,,koljivo”, and a bottle of wine,
which are all consecrated by the local priest. Lamb soup, called ,,Janija”
or ,,Molitva”, is shared among all present people. After lunch, a brass
band plays traditional music, and the people dance holding hands in a
circle, named ,,Kolo”. Interestingly, Krsti¢ (2010) identified a similar
looking place in the Vlach village Holovo, near Zajecar.

In the past, ,,Litije” processions were held to all the old trees in the
area of the former village of Borovo. The custom was abandoned over
a dozen years ago.

- Locality: Donja Lukavica (Dimitrovgrad municipality). Reported
by Goran Miti¢ from Pirot. An old oak can be found across the river
next to the church and the cemetery.

- Locality: * Sukovo (Dimitrovgrad municipality). Reported by Go-
ran Miti¢ from Pirot.

Description: An old pubescent oak (Quercus pubescens) can be found
across the road from Sukovski monastery, at the locality of Celanovci.
It can be found on the edge of a field. The circumference was measured,
about 3 m. People burned the lower side of the oak tree, probably to
open up space to search for gold. There are many shrub species present.
An area of 10 meters all around the oak tree would need to be cleared
to ensure its healthy growth. The stone cross is on the opposite side
of the burned side of the trunk and has grown together with the trunk.
The stone cross, positioned horizontally got overgrown by the tree and
forms a sort of chair. The site makes for a good tourist destination,
given its beautiful view of Sukovski Monastery and the valley of the
Jerma River gorge.

- Locality Zabrde (Dimitrovgrad municipality). Reported by Goran
Miti¢ from Pirot. The village Radejna stands out for the number of its
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consecrated oak trees. A) One is on the way to Golem Bratkov vrh:
Drbes, Brebevnica. In Radejna, turn right onto the road to the Bacevsko
polje watchtower. B) The second can be found along the road to Grbes.
On the left hand side of the road is the village of Petrlas and on the right,
the oak tree. C) The village of Petrlas has two churches. A black pine —
Pinus nigra can be found next to the church of Holy Trinity (Sveta Tro-
jica). D) The village of Radejna has a sessile oak tree, Quercus petraea,
named ,,gorun”. E) A consecrated oak tree in the center of the village
Visocki Odorovci.

- Locality: Barje Ciflik (Pirot municipality). According to literature
data (HenmesskoBuh, 2009). 1) Locality ,,Gabar”: An old pear tree as a
,»zapis” tree. 2) Locality ,,Rajac”: An old pear tree as a ,,zapis” tree
(Henemkosuh, 2009, p. 155).

- Locality: Basara (Pirot municipality). According to literature data
(3narkoBuh, 2006). 1) Near the cross of Saint Elijah (Sveti Ilija), there
was an old oak tree (Q. cerris), but now four young oaks Q. cerris have
been planted instead. 2) More old pears exist at the locality ,,Seliste”.
3) One old oak tree (Q. cerris) was burned down completely. 4) At the
locality ,,Livada” there is an old pear ,,zapis” tree. 5) At the locality
»Studenko” there are two old pear ,,zapis” trees. 6) At the locality ,,Pa-
dina” there is an old pear tree below ,,Sveti Ilija” (3narkoBuh, 2006, p.
127).

- Locality: Bela (Pirot municipality). According to literature data
(3narkoBuh, 2007). Two ,,zapis” trees were located in the village of
Bela: 1) An old pear at the locality ,,Srednji Rt”. 2) An old pear at local-
ity ,,Dolnjo Gradiste”, named , . krusa rabuzljika”— ,,na nju Turci zapisu-
vali belede kao na rabus” (,,The Turks used to write notes on it as if on
paper”) (3natkoBuh, 2007, p. 668).

- Locality: Berilovac (Pirot municipality). According to literature
data (3markoBuh, 2006). 1) In the village there is an old oak ,,zapis”
tree (Quercus cerris), and stone cross ,,Dzurdzevs¢i krs”. 2) Local-
ity ,,GolemsSa”: there is an old oak ,,zapis” tree (Quercus cerris), and
stone cross dedicated to the Holy Trinity (Sveta Trojica). 3) Locality
,Umiste”: three old oak ,,”zapis” trees (Q. cerris) existed, but they were
destroyed by lightning. 4) Locality ,,Baljin dol”: an old pear ,,zapis”
tree. 5) Locality ,,Kolacins¢e pojate”: an old pear ,,zapis” trees. 6) Lo-
cality ,,Popov sad”: an old pear ,,zapis” tree (3narkouh, 2006, p. 132).
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- Locality: * Cerova (Pirot municipality). Reported by Slobodan
Cvetkovi¢. In the area of the village of Cerova an old oak tree (Q. cerris)
fell and rotted. A stone cross from 1814 has remained in its place, where
inhabitants of the village traditionally gather. For the day of St Elijah
(Sveti Ilija, August 2), a local named Kolacar prepared a kneaded bread,
called ,,pogaca” or ,.kolac”, and cooked ,,koljivo”. Roast lamb was made
in the field for all the people who had gardens and arable land. Everyone
gathered for a communal lunch in the field, next to the stone cross.

- Locality: Crvencevo (Pirot municipality). Reported by Miodrag
Anti¢ from the village of Crven€evo. Next to the old, abandoned house
of Miodrag Antic’s father Mika Purdev (Mika Anti¢) in the village
Crvencevo, an old oak tree can be found. No one lives in that house
anymore. Now this family has a house in the same village further down,
next to the railroad. The inhabitants of the village call this old oak tree
,Miro”. The village holiday of St Elijah (Sveti Ilija), August 2 was cel-
ebrated next to the oak, with all the villagers gathering around it. Now,
the holiday is no longer celebrated around that tree, but on Mt. Belava
in the restored church.

- Locality: Ciniglavci (Pirot municipality). According to literature
data (3narkoBuh, 2006). 1) Locality ,,Ilijina Livada”: old oak and maple
(Acer campestre L.) ,,zapis” trees, with stone crosses dedicated to the
religious holidays of St Petka (Sveta Petka) and St Peter (Petrovdan)
respectively. 2) Locality ,,Del”: an old oak ,,”zapis” tree and a stone
cross dedicated to the religious holiday of St Demetrius (Mitrovdan). 3)
Locality ,,Manojlica”: an old oak ,,”zapis” tree. 4) Locality ,,Grobista”:
an old oak ,,”zapis” tree. 5) Locality ,,Prodenica”: two old oak ,,”zapis”
trees. 6) Locality ,,Basara/SeliSte”: an old oak ,,”zapis” tree. 7) Locality
»Jamje”: an old pear ,,zapis” tree called ,,Prisad mirosan”. 8) Locality
»Korbula”: an old oak ,,”zapis” tree (3markoBuh, 2006, p. 200).

- Locality: Dobri Do (Pirot municipality). According to literature
data (3markoBuh, 2006). 1) Locality ,,Stari Kamik™: four young oak
»zapis” trees (Q. cerris). 2) Locality ,,Brdila”: three old oak ,,zapis”
trees (Q. cerris), which were destroyed by lightning. 3) Locality near
Uskrs Monastery below the village in the fields: ,,Golemo Drvo” — an
old oak ,,”zapis” tree (Q. cerris). 4) Locality ,,Bajin cer”: an old oak
»zapis” tree (Q. cerris). 5) Locality ,,Ravna poljana”: an old pear ,,za-
pis” tree. 6) Locality ,,Grljin trap”: an old oak ,,zapis” tree (Q. cerris),
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the biggest in the area of the village. 7) Locality ,,Stanci”: an old oak
»zapis” tree (Q. cerris), 8) Locality ,,Tepavac™: an old oak ,,zapis” tree
(Q. cerris). 9) Locality ,,Padinje, Majstori¢ina strana”: an old oak ,,za-
pis” tree (Q. cerris). 10) Locality ,,Mil¢evo Livadje”: an old oak ,,za-
pis” tree (Q. cerris). 11) Locality ,,Krs”: two old pear ,,zapis” trees. 12)
Locality ,,Golemi Del”: an old oak ,,zapis” tree (Q. cerris). 13) Locality
,Krs na Gramadu™: an old oak ,,zapis” tree (Q. cerris), 14) Locality
,Livadscer”: an old oak ,,zapis” tree (Q. cerris). 15) Locality ,,Cer”: an
old oak ,,zapis” tree (Q. cerris) (3narkoBuh, 2006, p. 155).

- Locality: Dojkinci (Pirot municipality). Reported by Ivica Veljkovi¢
from the village of Dojkinci. In the area of the village of Dojkinci, ac-
cording to Veljkovi¢, former president of the village community, in the
place of meadows and pastures, there was an old wild pear tree and an
old stone cross, a landmark and a resting place for people who mowed
the meadows. The wild pear was called ,,Stolovata kruska”, among the
residents of this village, because its branches looked like a table with
chairs. Livestock farming is dying out in the countryside, and with it
meadow mowing. According to Ivica Veljkovi¢, this wild pear tree fell
by itself from old age, after people stopped coming to mow the mead-
ows. In that place, where a consecrated pear tree once stood, only a
stone cross remains.

- Locality: Gostus$a (Pirot municipality). According to literature data
(Huxomuh, 2011). 1) Locality ,,Gornji Dubrovi¢”: an old oak ,,zapis”
tree (Q. cerris) and stone cross dedicated to St Paraskeva (Sveta Petka
Trnova). In the past, there was an old oak tree there, and five people
could fit into its large hole. Today that oak is no more — it has rotted
from old age. 2) Locality ,,Rziste”: two old oak ,,zapis” trees and a stone
cross dedicated to St Jeremy (Jeremija). 3) Locality ,,Murdina ¢uka”: an
old pear ,,zapis” tree and a stone cross dedicated to St Cyricus (Sveti
Cirik). 4) Locality ,,Srbenica™: old poplar ,,zapis” tree called ,.jablan”
(Populus nigra L.), and a stone cross dedicated to St Pantaleimon (Sveti
Pantelejmon). 5) Locality ,,Rsin Del” at ,,Turla”: three old pear ,,za-
pis” trees and a stone cross dedicated to the second day of Ascension
(Mali Spasovdan). 6) Locality ,,Lucac’: three old oak ,,zapis” trees and
a stone cross (Huxomnuh, 2011, p. 44).

- Locality: Gradasnica (Pirot municipality). According to litera-
ture data (3markosuh, 2006). Old trees are mentioned by Zlatkovié¢
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(3narkoBuh, 2006), most of which have long since disappeared: 1) Old
wild pear ,,zapis” tree — locality ,,Sumje”, ,,Cendina njiva”. 2) An old
oak ,,zapis” tree — locality ,,Staro Seliste”. 3) Old elm ,,zapis” tree —
Ulmus sp. — locality ,,Blatska vodenica, na bucete”. 4) Old sessile oak
,.zapis” tree named ,,gorun”— Quercus petraea — locality ,,Sulejina po-
jata”. 5) An old oak ,,zapis” tree in the vineyard of Pera Dzidzanov
(3narkoBuh, 2006, p. 145).

- Locality: Gradiste (Pirot municipality). According to literature
data (3matkosuh, 2006). 1) Locality ,,Celanovci”: old pear and oak ,,za-
pis” trees. 2) Locality ,,Ogrenja”: an old pear ,,zapis” tree. 3) Locality
,Prdljivac”: an old pear ,,zapis” tree. 4) Locality ,,Semenica”: an old
pear ,,zapis” tree. 5) Locality ,,Kale”: an old pear ,,zapis” tree. 6) Local-
ity ,,Tupan”: an old pear ,,zapis” tree (3nmarkouh, 2006, p. 150).

- Locality: Izvor (Pirot municipality). According to literature data
(3nmarkoBuh, 2006). 1) Locality ,,Brdo”: an old pear ,,zapis” tree. 2)
Locality ,,Sveteno Kladence™: an old ,,zapis” tree — an apple variety
called ,,petrovka”. 3) Locality ,,Dinina njiva”: old wild pear ,,zapis”
tree, called ,,slanopadza”. 4) Locality ,,Rakovica”: old wild pear ,,zapis”
tree, called ,,slanopadza”, broken by a lightning strike. 5) Locality ,,Pod
brdo”: an old pear ,,zapis” tree, broken by a lightning strike. 6) Locality
,Pod gradine”: an old pear ,,zapis” tree. 7) Locality ,,Podi drum” toward
the village of Krupac: old wild pear ,,zapis” tree called ,,slanopadza”
(3narkosuh, 2006, p. 166),

- Locality: Kostur (Pirot municipality). According to literature data
(IIBetkoBuh, 2001). 1) Locality ,,Bresje”: in the past, more old and tall
elms — Ulmus sp. were in this place, over 20 m high. Crosses were cut
on the highest elm tree during organized processions, named ,,Litije”,
on the first day of St. George’s celebrations (,,Durdevdan”). No elm
trees are present today (LlBeTkosuh, 2001, p. 66).

- Locality: Krupac (Pirot municipality). According to literature data
(3nmarkoBuh, 2006). 1) Locality — exit from the village towards a place
called ,,Slivnici”: an old oak ,,zapis” tree. 2) Locality ,,Antanas”: three
old oak ,,zapis” trees with stone cross next to them dedicated to St Atha-
nasius (Sveti Antanas). 3) Locality ,,Ceravica”: an old pear ,,zapis” tree.
4) Locality ,,Blato/Jezero”: two old oak ,,zapis” trees. 5) Locality ,,Dub
—u Bréino”: an old oak ,,zapis” tree, the Litije procession was organized
there (3narkoBuh, 20006, p. 174).
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- Locality: NiSor (Pirot municipality). According to literature data
(3narkoBuh, 2006). 1) In the village there is an old pear ,,zapis” tree
with a stone cross, ,,Krs”, dedicated to the Ascension Day (Spasovdan).
2) Locality ,,Bres”: old elm — Ulmus sp. and oak (Q. cerris) ,,zapis”
tree. 3) Locality ,,Carina”, .. Sumari¢éi Krs”: an old pear ,,zapis” tree. 4)
Locality ,,Dub”, an old oak ,,zapis” tree (Q. cerris), and a stone cross
dedicated to holidays Elijah (Sveti Ilija), when grapes are brought to the
tree , on August 2. 5) Locality ,,Stamenova ¢eSma”, old pear and elm —
Ulmus sp. ,,zapis” trees. 6) Locality ,,Skrivena”, old pear ,,zapis” tree.
7) Locality ,,Pasenica”, an old pear ,,zapis” tree. 8) Locality ,,StupCevi
dolove”, an old pear ,,zapis” tree on the left side of the old road towards
the village of Velika Lukanja (3natkosuh, 2006, p. 187).

- Locality: Obrenovac (Pirot municipality). Reported by Misa
Jovanovi¢ from Pirot, born in the village Obrenovac. About fifteen old
oak trees are located in the village, forming a small holy grove, next
to the village cemetery named ,,Grobista”. Traditionally, all villagers
gathered next to these old oak trees for the village holiday, Djurdjevdan
(Dzurdzovd’n), on May 6, where they shared a communal lunch includ-
ing homemade kneaded bread (,,Pogaca”) and roasted lamb (,,Molitva”).
According to Zlatkovi¢ (3narkoBuh, 20006), apart from the St. George’s
Day holiday, the inhabitants of the village gathered there during two oth-
er religious holidays of the Holy Trinity (Sveta Trojica) and St John of
the Autumn (Sveti Jovan Jesenji). Apart from this locality with old oak
trees, Zlatkovi¢ (2006) mentioned the following localities with old ,,za-
pis” trees: 1) Locality ,, Turska lozja”: an old oak ,,zapis” tree (Q. cerris).
2) Locality ,,Trap™: an old pear variety ,,zapis” tree, called ,,vodanac”.
3) Locality ,,Kod prugu do mosle™: an old pear ,,zapis” tree. 4) Locality
,Golemi Kamik™: an old oak ,,zapis” tree. 5) Locality ,,Kravuliste”: an
old pear variety ,,zapis” tree, called ,,vodanac”. 6) Locality ,,Bekteznica”:
an old oak ,,zapis” tree (3narkoBuh, 2006, p. 196).

- Locality: Orlja (Pirot municipality). According to literature data
(Pamojuuh, 2017), Locality ,,Selsko braniste”: an old oak tree with a
stone dedicated to St Dimitry (Sveti Dimitrije) (Pamojuuh, 2017, p.
129).

- Locality: Osmakovo (Pirot municipality). According to the report
of Goran Miti¢ from Pirot, in the area of this village, there are five old
oak trees, one of which may have fallen. It is the triple border of Stara,
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Suva and SvrljiSke mountains. Women leave cloths there. There is a
board, they are under the protection of the state. According to Miti¢
(2018) a special attraction of the village of Osmakova is represented by
five oak trees, which are located on Golos hill. These trees grow next
to each other, all five equally tall, which is a real rarity in nature. They
are under state protection and are a symbol of the village. According
to tradition each of them bears the name of a saint (Muruh, 2018, pp.
262-263).

- Locality: * Petrovac (Pirot municipality). According to the report
of Nensila R. from Pirot. An old oak ,,zapis” tree (Q. cerris) is located
near the road, before the village Petrovac, with a stone cross and icon
dedicated to St Nicolas (Sveti Nikola), under the oak tree. There is no
undergrowth around the tree, so this tree can continue to grow unhin-
dered. According to the local residents of this village, next to this oak
tree there are certain customs during the summer St Nicholas Day, but
there are no longer any liturgies, which were popular before.

- Locality: Poljska Rzana (Pirot municipality). According to lit-
erature data (Bunenosuh, 1998), one old ,,zapis” tree was in the vil-
lage of Poljska Rzana: an old elm (Ulmus sp.) called ,,Mezins¢i bres”
(Bugenosuh, 1998, p. 149).

- Locality: Ponor (Pirot municipality). According to literature data
(‘bophesuh, 2001), 1) Locality ,,Granice” — ,,Koncukar” toward ,,Ro-
sulje”: an old oak ,,zapis” tree (Q. cerris) dedicated to St John the Her-
bgatherer (Sveti Jovan Biljober). According to the same author, the tree
i1s over 1 m in diameter, and the width of the crown is over 10 m. Ac-
cording to residents of the village, the oak tree is over 200 years old.
This tree is not under the protection of the state and in recent years it has
rapidly deteriorated and rotted. Opposite the oak, on the eastern side,
there is old wild pear ,,zapis” tree, called ,,slanopadza”, under which
two stone crosses are located (‘bophesuh, 2001, cTp. 148). 2) Local-
ity ,,Ogranja”: a walnut tree (J. regia) supposedly over 300 years old.
(‘bophesuh, 2001, p. 20).

- Locality: Rsovei (Pirot municipality). According to the report of
Ivica Veljkovi¢ from the village of Dojkinci and Goran Miti¢ from
Pirot. An old black pine tree (Pinus nigra) in the village Rsovci is under
state protection and is locataed near the road to the cave of Vladikine
Ploce leads past the village cemetery in Rsovci (Mutuh, 2018, p. 181).
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- Locality: Rudinje (Pirot municipality). According to the report of
Novica Stankovi¢ from the village of Temska, and Goran Miti¢ from
Pirot. There are at least two oak trees located in this village. One place is
more accessible than the other (in the village itself, next to the church).
Outside the village Rudinje there is a small church dedicated to the
Holy Mother of God (Presveta Bogorodica). Across from it is one of the
old oak trees. The second old oak tree is located on the road towards
Mecileb, according to Goran Miti¢. This road is next to the fountain. It
takes half an hour to reach the oak tree in the direction of Cerova.

- Locality: * Sopot (Pirot municipality) — A) Locality: Sopotski
slivnici: an old oak tree (Q. robur) , around 850 years old, with a cross
next to it, and a church dedicated to Archangel Gabriel (Sveti Arhangel
Gavril). According to the report of Novica Stankovi¢ from the village
of Temska and Slobodan Cvetkovi¢ from the village of Cerova. B) Lo-
cality Sopot towards the village of Oreovica: an old wild pear (Pyrus
pyraster (L.) Borkh.), and a cross dedicated to St Jeremy (Jeremija, a
religious holiday against snakes). According to the report of Dobrila
Vlatkovi¢ from Pirot, born in Sopot.

Description: A) At the first locality, a few old pedunculate oaks (Q.
robur) were recorded. The height of the largest tree is more than 21
m, the circumference is 586 cm, the crown height is 18.8 cm, while
the crown diameter is 29 m (bpankosuh, 1997, p. 353). The branches
of the oldest tree have started to dry, some have fallen, only a few are
green. The probable reason for the drying out of this tree is damage to
the roots. People were looking for gold in the soil near its roots, which
formed a small cave under the tree, easily entered from the side. On the
opposite side of the opening at the base of the tree are the remains of an
engraved icon, which has also caused damage to the tree. Locals have
fenced off the entire area based on donations from people from all over
Serbia, and restored the church next to this ,,zapis” tree, dedicated to
Archangel Gabriel at the beginning of 2025. The old stone cross is still
standing, leaning against the fence. In that area, they have three more
oak trees that have not been consecrated, and their branches are still
green. Brankovi¢ (bpankoBuh, 1997, p. 352) noted that the presence of
pedunculate oaks is a rarity in the Pirot area. The same author has men-
tioned that in the past there were many more pedunculate oak trees in
this place, but that during the Second World War the Bulgarians ordered
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them to be cut down for firewood, thus almost completely destroying an
exceptional natural rarity. On the perimeter of the fenced area there is
an old hawthorn tree (Crataegus monogyna).

B) An old wild pear (Pyrus pyraster L.) with a stone cross dedicated
to St Jeremy (Jeremija). A three-day religious holiday against snakes
in the house and field is celebrated here, because the religious holiday
of this village is Jeremija. The tree itself has rotten branches that have
already fallen off, which no one removes. Bushy undergrowt has grown
next to this old wild pear tree, which should be removed so that the
tree can thrive. Previously, there were customs around this tree, which
were abandoned. Women hung their clothes on its branches. A meal was
brought to be consumed by the tree, as evidenced by the rotting wooden
bench. Zlatkovi¢ (2007-2008, p. 212) mentioned these two places as
cult localities in the village of Sopot, among other cult places in the
village.

- Locality: * Temska (Pirot municipality). According to the report of
Novica Stankovi¢ from Temska. There are several old oak trees in this
area. A) locality ,,ViSnjica”: the old oak tree Quercus frainetto L. can be
found across the road from the village of Kumanovo, through the field;
B) locality ,,Potok™: A cross dedicated to Ascension Day (Spasovdan),
a big religious holiday in the village Temska, can be found near the old
black locusts Robinoa pseudoacacia L. C) Old oak trees (Q. cerris) at
the locality of Brbuljovci, towards the village of Ragodes. Zlatkovi¢
(2014, p. 205) has also mentioned these old ,,zapis” trees.

Description: A) There were two oaks on the left side of the road
from Temska to Kumanovo, at the locality of Visnjica. According to
local residents, one of the two old oaks had fallen due to old age. In
its place are three stone crosses. The other old oak tree is a Hungarian
oak — Quercus frainetto, which is in good condition, with a girth of 6
m. One of its larger branches facing the road has been cut, probably
due to the possibility of passing large harvesters. B) A clump of black
locusts the old ,,Miro” tree according to the locals, which probably fell
because of its age. Now the oldest black locust, overgrown by Hedera
helix L., may serve as a ,,zapis” tree. C) An old Q. cerris ,,zapis” oak
two smaller trunks growing from the east of the main trunk, overgrown
with bushes and manna ash (Fraxinus ornus) saplings.
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- Locality: Topli Do (Pirot municipality). According to the report of
Stanko Madi¢ an old oak tree can be found at the entrance to the village
of Topli Do.

- Locality: Trnjana (Pirot municipality). According to literature data
(BugenoBuh, 1998). There are five old ,,zapis” trees in the village of
Trnjana: 1) An old pear called ,,Cirin prisad”. 2) An old Q. cerris oak
on the left bank of the Bara stream. 3) ,,Zabin brest” — Ulmus sp. on the
left side of the road to the village of Polska Rzana. 4) An old pear tree
in the field at the locality ,,Svete Drence” — the tree is rotten. 5) An old
Q. cerris oak at the locality ,,Glozje” (Bunenosuh, 1998, p. 148). Ac-
cording to the same author, the residents of the village Trnjana usually
visit the zapis ,,trees” during the summer St Nicholas holiday (,,Sveti
Nikola”) on May, 22, following periods of dry weather. Everyone sang
church and folk songs for God to send rain and prevent drought from
damaging crops.

- Locality: Veliki Jovanovac (Pirot municipality). According to lit-
erature data, three old ,,zapis” trees could be found in the village of
Veliki Jovanovac: 1) An old pear tree at the locality ,,Jeminovica”. 2)
An old Q. cerris oak at the locality ,,Rid”, 3) An old Q. cerris oak at the
locality ,, Trnjivica” (Bugenosuh, 1998, p. 149).

- Locality: Veliki Suvodol (Pirot municipality). According to the
reports of Stanko Madi¢ and Goran Miti¢ from Pirot. Stanko Madi¢
claims that there is an oak ,,zapis” tree — Miro, and it takes half an hour
to walk to it. According to Goran Miti¢, the fountain before the church
is the starting point of the path towards that oak tree.

- Locality: Veliko Selo (Pirot municipality). According to litera-
ture data (3matkoBuh, 2006): 1) Locality ,,Krs”: Three stone crosses
dedicated to the Holy Sunday (Sveta Nedelja), St Peter’s Day (Petro-
vdan) and St George’s Day (Dzurdzovdn), and four old oak ,,zapis”
trees near the village cemetery are visited by all villagers. 2) Locality
,.Citke™: stone cross dedicated to St Elijah (Sveti Ilija) and two old
oak ,,zapis” trees visited by some families. 3) Locality ,,Dzuéin bu-
nar’’: stone cross dedicated to St German (DZerman) — religious holi-
day, May 25, and an old maple ,,zapis” tree, local name ,,klen” — Acer
campestre. 4) Locality ,,Malo Seliste”: an old, dried-up Q. cerris oak
»Zapis” tree. 5) Locality ,,Cirkova Bara”: old elm ,»Zapis” tree — Ulmus
sp. — cut down. 6) Locality ,,TrSa-Bara”: old elm ,,zapis” tree — Ulmus
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sp. —cut down. 7) Locality ,,Golemo Seliste”: an old pear ,,zapis” tree
(3markoBuh, 2006, p. 138).

- Locality: * Vojnegovac (Pirot municipality). According to the re-
port of Goran Miti¢ from Pirot. Two old Q. cerris oak ,,zapis” trees,
locally called ,,Miro”, can be found outside the village towards the cem-
etery — one half way up, another inside the cemetery. The area around
the former tree is neglected. The tree is strongly overgrown by younger
trees and shrubs and is in the need of clearing. In the past the soil was
moved, because gold was sought near the roots of the oak, and the tree
is starting to dry up. According to the statement of a resident of this
village, there were various customs concerning this specimen. tree. A
lamb was slaughtered and a soup called ,,molitva” was made from it.
Each family had its own stone on which food brought from home and
prepared for the holiday was placed. Unfortunately, this custom has
been abandoned for decades and exists only in the memories of older
residents, who came to this village celebration as children with their
parents. We estimate that these customs may have already stopped in
the 1960s. The latter oak is in good condition and is cleared from under-
growth. Old oak trees called ,,Miro” and located near or at cemeteries,
can also be found in the villages of Obrenovac and Poljska RZana in the
Pirot municipality (Maruh, 2009, p. 49).

- Locality: Vraniste (Pirot municipality). According to literature data
(Murtuh, Ilejuh, 3narkoBuh, Bunanosuh, 2005). A special type of cult
place in the village of VraniSte was represented by old oak trees named
»Mirosani hrastovi”, of which there were fifteen in the village area.
In olden times, every year, the Litije procession was organized during
the religious holiday of Annunciation (,,Blagovesti”, April 7). Accord-
ing to the same authors, people, both old and young, gathered in the
wheat fields, and during the procession (Litije) they carried the priest
and sang: ,,Kolki pop, tolki snop” (,,what priest, such a sheaf”). The
walking procession of people during ,,Litije”” passed by all 15 oak trees
with stone crosses next to them (Mwurtuh u cap, 2005, p. 63).

- Locality: Zavoj (Pirot municipality). According to the reports of
Goran Miti¢ from Pirot, and Sladana Pordevi¢ born in the village of
Zavoj. In the area of the former village of Zavoj, there is an old oak tree,
not accessible by car, only by foot, approximately 4 km along the road
from ,,Brana” to ,,Mrtvacki most”. The cross of St Elijah (Sveti Ilija)
from 1816 can be found next to the ,,zapis” tree.

240



M. S. Markovi¢ et al.: Preliminary documentation of old trees..  IIupotcku 360opuuk 50 (2025) 223-246

In the Pirot District, trees formally protected as natural monuments
and included in national lists of protected areas in the Republic of Ser-
bia are the following: 1) Five oak trees — ,,Pet stabala hrasta” on Gola$
hill near the village of Osmakovo (Pirot municipality), protected since
1966. 2) Pedunculate oak (Q. robur) in Sopot (Pirot municipality), pro-
tected since 1985. 3) Sessile oak in Divljana (Bela Palanka municipal-
ity), protected since 1984. 4) Black pine (P. nigra) in Rsovci village
(Pirot municipality).

Of the visited sites, the following localities with old trees are not
properly maintained: 1) one of the oaks in the village of Vojnegovac at
the exit of the village, 2) an old pear tree in the village of Sopot, and 3)
the third locality named ,,.Brbuljovci” in the village of Temska. They are
not cleared by mowing or grazing. Such activities should be resumed
to prevent the natural process of succession, with intense bushy under-
growth and tree saplings taking the area over. One side of an old oak
tree in the village of Sukovo was burned.

Unfortunately, treasure seekers have often undermined the roots of
old oak trees, such as the pedunculate oak in Sopot and the Turkey oak
in Vojnegovac, causing these trees to begin dying.

Future research directions include visiting all of the mentioned lo-
calities that are not marked with a * in this paper, recording the trees’
condition as well as making proposals for their legal protection. Na-
ture Protection Law (Zakon o za$titi prirode) enables the protection of
single trees, tree groups, and avenues as ,,spomenik prirode”. Manage-
ment plans can be issued even for such small sites through the sup-
port of the Ministry of Environmental Protection and the Institute for
Nature Conservation of Serbia, and local municipalities. The protection
of old trees in Pirot District has not only conservation value, but also
a broader significance for environmental protection, education, aware-
ness, aesthetics, and tourism. Guided tours to old trees, in which people
can learn about their role in history, nature, and spirituality, can also be
organized.

CONCLUSION

During the research, 50 localities with old trees in the Pirot District
were documented, of which 27 localities were mentioned by our inter-
viewees, and a further 23 were found in the literature. Four trees are
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already under the protection of the state. The dominating genera are
oak and pear. The following localities with old trees were visited during
field studies: Veliki Suvodol, Radosevac, Divljana, Petrovac, Vojnego-
vac, Sopot, Temska, and Borovsko Polje. The most common registered
trees are oaks: 1) Quercus cerris in Borovsko polje, Sukovo, Petrovac,
Vojnegovac, 2) Q. petraea in Divljana, 3) Q. frainetto in Temska, 4)
Q. robur in Sopot, and 5) Q. pubescens at localities RadoSevac and
Sukovo. A wild pear (Pyrus pyraster) was also registered during field
studies near Sopot. Regarding the assessment of their condition, some
detected old trees in the Pirot District show age- and climate-related
decline, decay detection, and crown/soil care are usually nonexistent.

The further program for the protection of old trees on the territory of
the city of Pirot would have the following goals: improvement of envi-
ronmental protection, education and development of awareness among
citizens to promote care and preservation, as well as the provision of an
aesthetically beautiful and well-organized green area and tourist seg-
ment. Further research may identify priority candidates (churchyard
oaks, village commons, field boundary trees) and prepare studies of
protection for municipal adoption under Nature Protection Law. Eco-
festivals can be organized around old trees, so that they can be cel-
ebrated through a combination of tradition, music, and conservation.
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PE3UME

VY pany je mpuKazaH Tperies JIOKAIWTETa Ha KojuMa ce Hajase
npseta y ITuporckoM OKpyry, Koja cy 4ecTO CTapa W BHILIE CTOTHHA
ronuHa. OBakBa ctabja MMajy Ipe CBera MPUPOAHU U €KOJIOIIKH 3HAYa).
[Ipencrapibajy npupoHE CIOMEHHKE U UyBajy TeHETHUKY Pa3HOIMKOCT.
Ocum Tora, apBera ,,3aMucu™ UMajy U KyATYpHH U TyXOBHU 3HAYa] y
TPaIUIjH CPIICKOT HApoja, aju M IHUpe Ha OAJKaHCKOM IMPOCTOPY.
»3amuc je apBo, Hajuemhe XpacT, koje je ocBeheHo on cTpaHe
CBEILITEHHUKA U CITY’KH Ka0 MECTO MOJIUTBE, CA0OPUIIITA U 3aBETA.

ETtHoGoTaHn4ka cTynuja je crpoBeieHa y (OpMH HMHTEpBjya ca
JIOKAJIHUM CTaHOBHHMIIMMA Ipaja [Iupora o nokanureruma y [luporckom
OKpYTy Ha KOjuMa ce Hajase ctapa ctabma. [Iperien tokanurera Koju je
3a0erne)keH TOKOM UCTPaKMBaba, Kao U ITpeMa IoIaliiiMa U3 JIUTeparype,
JIaT je 1Mo OMIITHHAMA M a0CLeTHUM PEIOM Ha3HBa JIOKAJIUTETA.

@®opmanHo 3amtuheHa apBeha Kao CIOMEHUIM MpPUPOAE Y
[MupoTckoM OKpyry Ha HAIMOHATHUM JHCTaMa 3alITHNEHNX MOApyYja
y Peny6mumm CpOuju cy: 1) Iler xpacroBa — ,,neT crabama xpacra
Ha Opay Tonmam kon cena OcmaxoBo (ommtuHa [lupor), 3amTuhenu
on 1966. rogune; 2) XpacT qyXmbakK — ,,XpacT Jyxmak™ y ceny Comnor
(ommruna ITupot), 3amruhen ox 1985. rogune; 3) XpacT KUTHAK —
,»XpacT KuTwak" y ceny lupbana (ommruna bena [Tananka), 3amruhen
on 1984. ronune; 4) Lipuu 0op — Pinus nigra 'y cexy PcoBuu (onmTuna
[Mupor). Haxkanoct, Hermo3HaTu Tparadyu 3a 3aKOMaHUM 3J1IaTOM BeoMa
YeCTO MOTKOIMAaBajy KOPEHmE CTapuX XpacToBa, Kao HITO je MpUMep
xpacrta Jyxmaka y cexy Comnor, rma ce JpBo 300T Tora CyIiu.

Bynyhu mnpaBum wucTpakuBama Cy I0OCET€ CBUM IOMEHYTHM
JOKAJIUTETUMA ca cTapuM JApBeheM, EBHICHTUPAHkE CTamkba OBHUX
ctabana, Kao M MPEANIO3U 3a HUXOBY 3aIUTUTY. 3aKOH O 3allTUTH
npupoze omoryhasa 3amTuTy 1ojeuHavYHuX ctabana, rpymna apseha u
aseja Kao ,,CIIOMEHUKa MPUPOJIE™; TUTAHOBH YIIPABIbaha MOTY CE H3/IaTH
YaK ¥ 3a Tako Majie jiokanuje. Boaeha Tena cy MunncrapcTBo 3amrure
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KHUBOTHE cpeinHe U 3aBoj 3a 3aTUTy npupoae Cpouje, a cripoBoleme
ce JIeJIM ca ONIITUHAMa. 3alTuTa cTapux cradbanay [Tuporckom okpyry
HEMa caMO KOH3epBaTOPCKY BPEIHOCT, Beh U IIMpH 3HAuaj 3a 3alITUTY
KHUBOTHE CpelluHe, 00pa3oBame, CBECT, ECTETUKY U Typu3aM. Mory ce
OpraHu30BaTH Bol)eHe Type 3a 3aMHTEpeCcOBaHe J1a oceTe crapa cradna
U Ca3Hajy BHILE O BbUXOBO] YJIO3U Y UCTOPH]H, IPUPOJIU U JYXOBHOCTH.
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