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Preliminary documentation of old trees in the Pirot 
District and their protection needs with special reference 

to ‘zapis’ trees
Прелиминарнo eвидентирање старих стабала у 
Пиротском округу и потребе њихове заштите са 

посебним освртом на стабла „записe“

Abstract: The aim of this paper is to identify the localities of veteran trees in 
the Pirot District and to support their future protection as natural monuments 
by recording them. The Pirot District (municipalities: Pirot, Bela Palanka, 
Dimitrovgrad, Babušnica) hosts a number of centuries-old trees, mostly oaks, 
that are part of cultural landscapes, village commons, churchyards, and field 
boundaries. Some are already designated as natural monuments, such as five 
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oaks at Osmakovo, pedunculate oak in Sopot, sessile oak at Divljana, as well 
as black pine in Rsovci. However, many veteran trees remain undocumented, 
unmanaged, and at risk from aging, soil compaction, climate stress, or human 
pressure. They represent not only natural but also cultural and historical val-
ues of the Pirot area. Most of them were consecrated by the Orthodox church. 
These trees are called "Zapis" in Serbia, and "Miro" or "Mirosano drvo" in 
the Pirot District. Local communities believe that such trees protect their area 
from storms and other misfortunes. Traditionally, annual processions called 
"Litije" or "Krstonoše" were held around them. The protection of old trees 
aligns with Serbia’s Nature Protection Law and contributes to EU biodiversity 
targets, climate adaptation, and cultural heritage preservation. Old trees can 
serve as a bridge between ecology, culture, and economy. Protecting them not 
only conserves biodiversity but also strengthens community identity, educa-
tion, and sustainable tourism.
Keywords: veteran trees, zapis trees, old oak, wild pear, Pirot District, pro-
tection

Сажетак: Предмет овог рада било је одређивање локалитета старих 
дрвета у Пиротском округу, са циљем њиховог евидентирања и могуће 
будуће заштите као споменика природе. Пиротски округ (општине: Пи-
рот, Бела Паланка, Димитровград, Бабушница) домаћин је бројним ве-
ковним стаблима, углавном храстовима, који су део културних пејзажа, 
сеоских парцела, црквених порти и међа поља. Нека су већ проглашена 
за споменике природе (пет храстова код Осмакова, храст лужњак у Со-
поту, храст китњак код Дивљане, као и црни бор у селу Рсовци). Међу-
тим, многа ветеранска стабла остају недокументована, неуправљана 
и угрожена старењем, сабијањем земљишта, климатским стресом или 
људским притиском. Она представљају не само природно, већ и тради-
ционално културно и историјско богатство пиротског краја. Већину њих 
је освештала православна црква. Ова стабла носе назив „запис“, „миро“ 
или „миросано дрво“. Становништво верује да такво дрво штити подру-
чје на којем се налази од грома и других недаћа. Традиционално су им се у 
част одржавале годишње поворке „литије“ или „крстоноше“. Заштита 
старих стабала је у складу са Законом о заштити природе Републике 
Србије и доприноси циљевима ЕУ у вези са биодиверзитетом, прилагођа-
вањем климатским променама и очувањем културне баштине. Стара 
стабла могу послужити као мост између екологије, културе и економије. 
Њихова заштита не само да чува биодиверзитет већ и јача идентитет 
заједнице, образовање и одрживи туризам.
Кључне речи: стара дрвета, дрвета записи, стари храст, дивља круш-
ка, Пиротски округ, заштита
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INTRODUCTION

Natural monuments, including trees, are protected natural assets, 
preserved parts of nature of special value ​​and characteristics, which are 
of permanent ecological, scientific, cultural, educational, health, rec-
reational, touristic and other importance. The protected trees represent 
a great botanical value, and the oldest trees are a form of horticultural 
heritage. Evaluations of trees and  assessment of the extent to which 
they meet protection criteria are carried out with the aim of protecting 
nature, and based on criteria such as attractiveness, and natural charac-
teristics, which are reflected in scientific investigation and the develop-
ment of science, educational activities, the development of tourism and 
natural protection.

Old trees often serve as habitats for birds, insects, and fungi. Pro-
tecting them ensures preservation of entire micro-ecosystems. Large 
old trees store significant amounts of carbon and regulate local micro-
climates. In many countries such veteran trees are classified as natural 
monuments or heritage sites to prevent falling or damage. They are also 
subject of local dendrological monographs (Borkowski, 2024; Farjon, 
2017; Fay, 2002; Zarzyński, Tomusiak, Borkowski, 2025).

Consecrated old votive trees are known exclusively among Orthodox 
Christians (Krstić, 2010), and they are a part of local sacred topogra-
phy (Агапкина, 2001; Чајкановић, 1973, 1994; Марковић, Николић, 
Ракоњац и Станков Јовановић, 2024; Вуковић, 2004). These trees 
are usually called „Zapis” and can be found in many parts of Serbia. 
Up until recently they had been little studied (Cvetković, Branković, 
Marković, 2007). A stone cross can be placed next to them, or a cross 
may be carved into the trunk, and the surrounding area may be fenced 
off. Serbian people believe that zapis trees must not be desecrated, 
cut, climbed on, or slept under, and their fruit must not be used. Even 
branches that have fallen off by themselves must not be collected. In 
the Pirot district the term „Miro” is most commonly used to refer to the 
whole holy trees, although the term „Zapis” is also used, and the term 
“Mirosano drvo” is used in the Dimitrovgrad municipality Only in spe-
cial cases, a fire can be lit from the fallen branches, when a „Molitva” 
lamb soup is cooked as part of „Litije”,  customs around these trees. 
Exceptionally, fruit or resin that flows from their trunks, which is called 
„Miro”, can be picked for the sick (Vesković, 2018). 
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The aim of our research is to provide a preliminary census of veteran 
trees, especially those regarded as holy in the Pirot District, i.e., to lo-
cate old trees and any threats posed to their existence, and provide an 
overview of their main natural features such as authenticity, the degree 
of preservation, representativeness, great age, landscape attractiveness, 
as well as the functions and purposes of these natural assets in scien-
tific research, educational activities, the preservation of biological and 
landscape diversity, development of tourism and preservation of the en-
vironment. Our main aim is to propose measures for their protection 
and preservation as natural monuments. We also indicate which of the 
visited trees had been consecrated in the past, as indicated by stone 
crosses visible next to them.

METHODOLOGY

At the turn of July and August 2025, a joint expedition of the authors 
of the paper was organized by the Research Association „Babin nos” 
from Temska to visit selected zapis trees in the Pirot area. The activity 
was advertised in the media https://www.pirotskevesti.rs/poziv-gradan-
ima-zajednicka-setnja-do-velikih-starih-stabala-pirotskog-okruga/. Ex-
perts on local tourist and geographical attractions were consulted, and 
local village monographs were searched. The research also attracted 
a local TV program, a shortened version of which can be seen at the 
following link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6uOuh2dfl9o. After 
its airing, more respondents (Mr Miodrag Antić and Mr Boris Đorđev) 
contacted us and provided further information.

An alphabetical inventory of localities (divided into municipali-
ties) where veteran trees are or were located until recently is presented. 
This should be treated as a preliminary inventory, with more trees to be 
found in the future.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The following localities with veteran trees in the Pirot District were 
visited or recorded in interviews with local inhabitants. The visited lo-
calities are marked with an asterisk (*).

- Locality: Berbeč (Babušnica municipality). Reported by Goran 
Mitić from Pirot. Next to the road for Babušnica, across from the vil-
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lage of Gornji Striževac village. At the end of the village there was an 
old oak (Quercus sp.) which may be dead now. 

- Locality: Berin Izvor (Babušnica municipality). Reported by Boris 
Đorđev. An old pear tree (Pyrus sp.) of the traditional variety „vode-
nac” can be found in the village of Berin Izvor. The village is deserted. 
There are no more inhabitants, except for a few people during the sum-
mer. According to Boris Đorđev, someone may cut down this old tree if 
it is not placed under state protection. This pear is still a productive tree, 
bearing fruit despite its great age. This pear tree was probably planted 
back in the Turkish era (Đorđev, 2017). We do not know whether it is a 
consecrated tree. 

- Locality: Gorčince (Babušnica municipality). Reported by Goran 
Mitić. Near the road leading to the village of Kambelevac, in the lower 
part of the village, there is a veteran oak tree (Quercus sp.).

- Locality: * Radoševac, near Donje Krnjino (Babušnica municipal-
ity). An old „zapis” oak (Quercus pubescens L.) was recorded next to 
the church dedicated to St Panteleimon (Sveti Pantelejmon). A woman 
from the village told us that Saint Panteleimon, August, 9, is the vil-
lage’s holiday and that the residents gather around the church and the 
old oak tree. The priest reads prayers, and in the past a „litije” proces-
sion was organized around this church and the oak tree.

- Locality: Stol (Babušnica municipality). Reported by Goran Mitić 
from Pirot. An old sequoia tree (probably Sequoiadendron sempervi-
rens [Lindl.] J.Buchh.) is a local feature. It is probably not a conse-
crated tree. 

- Locality: Babin Kal (Bela Palanka municipality). According to lit-
erature data (Маринковић, 2003). There are six old „Miro” trees in the 
area of the village: one tree at the locality of Carina, two trees at the lo-
cality of Radenčica, and four trees at the locality of Gajbudža, of which 
Manailovo Miro or Berdinsko Miro is the most striking (Маринковић, 
2003, p. 52).

- Locality: Bežište (Bela Palanka municipality). Reported by Goran 
Mitić. On the way out of the village Bežište, towards a place called „Tri 
lokve”, there is an old oak tree called „Miro”, with a stone cross and a 
small chapel next to it. 

- Locality: * Divljana (Bela Palanka municipality). A sessile oak, 
Quercus petraea (Matt.) Liebl., is a well-known monument of nature 
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under the protection of the state as a Monument of Nature. A yellow 
board from 1984 with a description of the tree is placed near it. The oak 
is a great attraction, but also a sacred tree that the locals treat with great 
respect. Some sources say it was planted during the time of the Mace-
donian Emperor Samuil, who lived from 958 to 1014 (Митић, 2018, 
p. 279). The oak is dedicated to the Holy Trinity (Sveta Trojica). The 
nearby stone cross has fallen to the ground. Orthodox icons are placed 
inside the large hollow in the tree. Several people can easily enter it. 
It is the oldest oak in the district and perhaps in the Balkans (Митић, 
2018, p. 279). In the past, processions called „Litije” were brought here, 
the Sveta Trojica was celebrated, folk dances named „kolo” were per-
formed, but this has remained only in the memories of the older local 
inhabitants.

There is another huge veteran sessile oak across the road, with a 
smaller girth. According to a local woman, in the past there was a sign 
explaining that the tree cures back pain. A specific length of time was 
suggested in order for the tree to be effective. A local story says that a 
young man from Pirot allegedly got up from his wheelchair after the 
above mentioned tree therapy, following many years of reduced mobil-
ity. According to Mitić (Митић, 2018, p. 279) this oak tree is more than 
500 years old and is believed to be helpful in the treatment of various 
diseases. The age of both trees may however be greatly overestimated.

According to Jocić (Јоцић, 2016, p. 128), in the field of the village of 
Divljana, there is a consecrated oak called „Vitkovo Miro”, about 200 
years old. The tree has three stems which form a unique crown, with a 
scope of 79.83m, diameter of 25.41m, and height of 15,30m. The trees 
grow in a north–south line, and the middle one has a cross carved on 
the west side. The circumference of the trees is the following: southern: 
2.80m, central: 2.65m, northern: 2.70m (Јоцић, 2016, p. 126).

- Locality: Dolac (Bela Palanka municipality). According to litera-
ture data (Јоцић, 2014).  A dead lying trunk of a huge „Zapis” oak tree, 
about 4m in girth, can be found in the place of the old settlement „Pusti 
Dolac” (Јоцић, 2014, p. 108).

- Locality: Moklište (Bela Palanka municipality). According to liter-
ature data (Јоцић, 2011). East of the village of Moklište on „Čurkavica” 
hill, there was an old oak with the circumference of 4.6m, as well as a 
stone cross next to it dedicated to St Luke, the Apostle („Sveti Apostol 
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Luka”). The above-mentioned author emphasizes that the old oak is 
completely dead with no green branches (Јоцић, 2014, p. 195).

- Locality: Pajež (Bela Palanka municipality). According to litera-
ture data (Маринковић, 2009). In the village Pajež, there is an old 19th-
century „Zapis” tree with a stone cross, named „Svraćin krst”, which is 
from has almost completely sunken into the ground. The site belongs to 
the „Svraćinci” family, hence the name of the cross. It is not known to 
which saint the cross is dedicated (Маринковић, 2009, p. 124).

- Locality: Sinjac (Bela Palanka municipality). According to the re-
port of Goran Mitić. In apart of the village called Trešnjanci, near an old 
school, there is an old oak tree.

- Locality: Vrgudinac (Bela Palanka municipality). According to the 
report of Goran Mitić. East of the village of Vrgudinac, towards Novi 
Selo, in a place called „Šuplji kamen”, there is an old oak tree.

- Locality: Bačevo (Dimitrovgrad municipality). According to the 
report of Goran Mitić. In this village, near the border with Bulgaria, two 
old oak „zapis” trees with a sacrificial cross can be found.

- Locality: Barje (Dimitrovgrad municipality). According to report 
of Goran Mitić from Pirot. In the village of Barje, a large black pine 
(Pinus nigra Arn.) can be found. There is a waterfall nearby. The black 
pine comes from the Turkish times, from around 1850.

- Locality: * Borovo (Dimitrovgrad municipality). According to re-
ports of Grozdan Taskov, and Cvetko Ivanov after the Second World 
War the former village of Borovo was separated into three villages: 
Barje, Bilo and Verzar.

Description: There may even be twenty consecrated Quercus cer-
ris oaks in the village. There is a ritual place named „Borovsko polje”, 
located on a hill which is now overgrown by several old trees, forming 
a sort of sacred grove. In the place of oldest oak, there is now a stone 
cross and a pear tree which now serves as a consecrated tree. Currently 
the oldest oak has a height of about 12 m and a trunk circumference of 
about 3.5 m. The circumference of other trees is 2.5-3 m. Branches fall, 
but they are left untouched to rot under the tree. Apart from the pear tree 
and oaks of varying sizes, some hornbeams (Carpinus betulus L.) can 
be found, as well as a huge cherry plum (Prunus cerasifera Ehrh.). The 
name of the neighbouring mountain Peros, shaped like a volcano and 
visible from the site, may stem from the name Perun, the Slavic god of 
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thunder. Later the cult was transformed into the worship of St Elijah the 
Thunderer (Sveti Ilija Gomovnik). On August 2 (St Elijah day) all resi-
dents traditionally gather at the mentioned cult place, Borovsko polje, 
next to the old oak trees. The authors took part in this ritual in 2025. 
Every family used to have their own stone. The stones are small, the 
size of a dog’s head. They form three rows. Now they are overgrown 
by grass. The village is deserted now but people who lived in the vil-
lage and their relatives come from all over the world to take part in 
the celebration of Sveti Ilija. Every family prepares their bread, named 
„pogača”, as well as boiled grain called „koljivo”, and a bottle of wine, 
which are all consecrated by the local priest. Lamb soup, called „Janija” 
or „Molitva”, is shared among all present people. After lunch, a brass 
band plays traditional music, and the people dance holding hands in a 
circle, named „Kolo”. Interestingly, Krstić (2010) identified a similar 
looking place in the Vlach village Holovo, near Zaječar.

In the past, „Litije”  processions were held to all the old trees in the 
area of ​​the former village of Borovo. The custom was abandoned over 
a dozen years ago. 

- Locality: Donja Lukavica (Dimitrovgrad municipality). Reported 
by Goran Mitić from Pirot. An old oak can be found across the river 
next to the church and the cemetery.

- Locality: * Sukovo (Dimitrovgrad municipality). Reported by Go-
ran Mitić from Pirot.

Description: An old pubescent oak (Quercus pubescens) can be found 
across the road from Sukovski monastery, at the locality of Čelanovci. 
It can be found on the edge of a field. The circumference was measured, 
about 3 m. People burned the lower side of the oak tree, probably to 
open up space to search for gold. There are many shrub species present. 
An area of 10 meters all around the oak tree would need to be cleared 
to ensure its healthy growth. The stone cross is on the opposite side 
of the burned side of the trunk and has grown together with the trunk. 
The stone cross, positioned horizontally got overgrown by the tree and 
forms a sort of chair. The site makes for a good tourist destination, 
given its beautiful view of Sukovski Monastery and the valley of the 
Jerma River gorge.

- Locality Zabrđe (Dimitrovgrad municipality). Reported by Goran 
Mitić from Pirot. The village Radejna stands out for the number of its 
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consecrated oak trees. A) One is on the way to Golem Bratkov vrh: 
Drbeš, Brebevnica. In Radejna, turn right onto the road to the Bačevsko 
polje watchtower. B) The second can be found along the road to Grbeš. 
On the left hand side of the road is the village of Petrlaš and on the right, 
the oak tree. C) The village of Petrlaš has two churches. A black pine – 
Pinus nigra can be found next to the church of Holy Trinity (Sveta Tro-
jica). D) The village of Radejna has a sessile oak tree, Quercus petraea, 
named „gorun”. E) A consecrated oak tree in the center of the village 
Visočki Odorovci.

- Locality: Barje Čiflik (Pirot municipality). According to literature 
data (Недељковић, 2009). 1) Locality „Gabar”: An old pear tree as a 
„zapis” tree. 2) Locality „Rajac”: An old pear tree as a „zapis” tree 
(Недељковић, 2009, p. 155).

- Locality: Basara (Pirot municipality). According to literature data 
(Златковић, 2006). 1) Near the cross of Saint Elijah (Sveti Ilija), there 
was an old oak tree (Q. cerris), but now four young oaks Q. cerris have 
been planted instead. 2) More old pears exist at the locality „Selište”. 
3) One old oak tree (Q. cerris) was burned down completely. 4) At the 
locality „Livada” there is an old pear „zapis” tree. 5) At the locality 
„Studenko” there are two old pear „zapis” trees. 6) At the locality „Pa-
dina” there is an old pear tree below „Sveti Ilija” (Златковић, 2006, p. 
127).

- Locality: Bela (Pirot municipality). According to literature data 
(Златковић, 2007). Two „zapis” trees were located in the village of 
Bela: 1) An old pear at the locality „Srednji Rt”. 2) An old pear at local-
ity „Dolnjo Gradište”, named „kruša rabužljika”– „na nju Turci zapisu-
vali beleđe kao na rabuš” („The Turks used to write notes on it as if on 
paper”) (Златковић, 2007, p. 668).

- Locality: Berilovac (Pirot municipality). According to literature 
data (Златковић, 2006). 1) In the village there is an old oak „zapis” 
tree (Quercus cerris), and stone cross „Džurdževsći krs”. 2) Local-
ity „Golemša”: there is an old oak „zapis” tree (Quercus cerris), and 
stone cross dedicated to the Holy Trinity (Sveta Trojica). 3) Locality 
„Umište”: three old oak „”zapis” trees (Q. cerris) existed, but they were 
destroyed by lightning. 4) Locality „Baljin dol”: an old pear „zapis” 
tree. 5) Locality „Kolačinsće pojate”: an old pear „zapis” trees. 6) Lo-
cality „Popov sad”: an old pear „zapis” tree (Златковић, 2006, p. 132).
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- Locality: * Cerova (Pirot municipality). Reported by Slobodan 
Cvetković. In the area of the village of  Cerova an old oak tree (Q. cerris) 
fell and rotted. A stone cross from 1814 has remained in its place, where 
inhabitants of the village traditionally gather. For the day of St Elijah 
(Sveti Ilija, August 2), a local named Kolačar prepared a kneaded bread, 
called „pogača” or „kolač”, and cooked „koljivo”. Roast lamb was made 
in the field for all the people who had gardens and arable land. Everyone 
gathered for a communal lunch in the field, next to the stone cross.

- Locality: Crvenčevo (Pirot municipality). Reported by Miodrag 
Antić from the village of Crvenčevo. Next to the old, abandoned house 
of Miodrag Antic’s father Mika Đurđev (Mika Antić) in the village 
Crvenčevo, an old oak tree can be found. No one lives in that house 
anymore. Now this family has a house in the same village further down, 
next to the railroad. The inhabitants of the village call this old oak tree 
„Miro”. The village holiday of St Elijah (Sveti Ilija), August 2 was cel-
ebrated next to the oak, with all the villagers gathering around it. Now, 
the holiday is no longer celebrated around that tree, but on Mt. Belava 
in ​​the restored church.

- Locality: Činiglavci (Pirot municipality). According to literature 
data (Златковић, 2006). 1) Locality „Ilijina Livada”: old oak and maple 
(Acer campestre L.) „zapis” trees, with stone crosses dedicated to the 
religious holidays of St Petka (Sveta Petka) and St Peter (Petrovdan) 
respectively. 2) Locality „Del”: an old oak „”zapis” tree and a stone 
cross dedicated to the religious holiday of St Demetrius (Mitrovdan). 3) 
Locality „Manojlica”: an old oak „”zapis” tree. 4) Locality „Grobišta”: 
an old oak „”zapis” tree. 5) Locality „Prodenica”: two old oak „”zapis” 
trees. 6) Locality „Basara/Selište”: an old oak „”zapis” tree. 7) Locality 
„Jamje”: an old pear „zapis” tree called „Prisad mirosan”. 8) Locality 
„Korbula”: an old oak „”zapis” tree (Златковић, 2006, p. 200).

- Locality: Dobri Do (Pirot municipality). According to literature 
data (Златковић, 2006). 1) Locality „Stari Kamik”: four young oak 
„zapis” trees (Q. cerris). 2) Locality „Brdila”: three old oak „zapis” 
trees (Q. cerris), which were destroyed by lightning. 3) Locality near 
Uskrs Monastery below the village in the fields: „Golemo Drvo” – an 
old oak „”zapis” tree (Q. cerris). 4) Locality „Bajin cer”: an old oak 
„zapis” tree (Q. cerris). 5) Locality „Ravna poljana”: an old pear „za-
pis” tree. 6) Locality „Grljin trap”: an old oak „zapis” tree (Q. cerris), 
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the biggest in the area of the village. 7) Locality „Stanci”: an old oak 
„zapis” tree (Q. cerris), 8) Locality „Tepavac”: an old oak „zapis” tree 
(Q. cerris). 9) Locality „Padinje, Majstoričina strana”: an old oak „za-
pis” tree (Q. cerris). 10) Locality „Milčevo Livadje”: an old oak „za-
pis” tree (Q. cerris). 11) Locality „Krs”: two old pear „zapis” trees. 12) 
Locality „Golemi Del”: an old oak „zapis” tree (Q. cerris). 13) Locality 
„Krs na Gramadu”: an old oak „zapis” tree (Q. cerris), 14) Locality 
„Livadsćer”: an old oak „zapis” tree (Q. cerris). 15) Locality „Cer”: an 
old oak „zapis” tree (Q. cerris) (Златковић, 2006, p. 155).

- Locality: Dojkinci (Pirot municipality). Reported by Ivica Veljković 
from the village of Dojkinci. In the area of ​​the village of Dojkinci, ac-
cording to Veljković, former president of the village community, in the 
place of meadows and pastures, there was an old wild pear tree and an 
old stone cross, a landmark and a resting place for people who mowed 
the meadows. The wild pear was called „Stolovata kruška”, among the 
residents of this village, because its branches looked like a table with 
chairs.  Livestock farming is dying out in the countryside, and with it 
meadow mowing. According to Ivica Veljković, this wild pear tree fell 
by itself from old age, after people stopped coming to mow the mead-
ows. In that place, where a consecrated pear tree once stood, only a 
stone cross remains.

- Locality: Gostuša (Pirot municipality). According to literature data 
(Николић, 2011). 1) Locality „Gornji Dubrovič”: an old oak „zapis” 
tree (Q. cerris) and stone cross dedicated to St Paraskeva (Sveta Petka 
Trnova). In the past, there was an old oak tree there, and five people 
could fit into its large hole. Today that oak is no more – it has rotted 
from old age. 2) Locality „Ržište”: two old oak „zapis” trees and a stone 
cross dedicated to St Jeremy (Jeremija). 3) Locality „Murđina čuka”: an 
old pear „zapis” tree and a stone cross dedicated to St Cyricus (Sveti 
Ćirik). 4) Locality „Srbenica”: old poplar „zapis” tree called „jablan” 
(Populus nigra L.), and a stone cross dedicated to St Pantaleimon (Sveti 
Pantelejmon). 5) Locality „Rsin Del” at „Turla”: three old pear „za-
pis” trees and a stone cross dedicated to the second day of  Ascension 
(Mali Spasovdan). 6) Locality „Lučac”: three old oak „zapis” trees and 
a stone cross (Николић, 2011, p. 44).

- Locality: Gradašnica (Pirot municipality). According to litera-
ture data (Златковић, 2006). Old trees are mentioned by Zlatković 
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(Златковић, 2006), most of which have long since disappeared: 1) Old 
wild pear „zapis” tree – locality „Šumje”, „Cenđina njiva”. 2) An old 
oak „zapis” tree – locality „Staro Selište”. 3) Old elm „zapis” tree – 
Ulmus sp. – locality „Blatska vodenica, na bućete”. 4) Old sessile oak 
„zapis” tree named „gorun”– Quercus petraea – locality „Šulejina po-
jata”. 5) An old oak „zapis” tree in the vineyard of Pera Džidžanov 
(Златковић, 2006, p. 145).

- Locality: Gradište (Pirot municipality). According to literature 
data (Златковић, 2006). 1) Locality „Čelanovci”: old pear and oak „za-
pis” trees. 2) Locality „Ogrenja”: an old pear „zapis” tree. 3) Locality 
„Prdljivac”: an old pear „zapis” tree. 4) Locality „Semenica”: an old 
pear „zapis” tree. 5) Locality „Kale”: an old pear „zapis” tree.  6) Local-
ity „Tupan”: an old pear „zapis” tree (Златковић, 2006, p. 150).

- Locality: Izvor (Pirot municipality). According to literature data 
(Златковић, 2006). 1) Locality „Brdo”: an old pear „zapis” tree. 2) 
Locality „Sveteno Kladenče”: an old „zapis” tree – an apple variety 
called „petrovka”. 3) Locality „Đinina njiva”: old wild pear „zapis” 
tree, called „slanopadža”. 4) Locality „Rakovica”: old wild pear „zapis” 
tree, called „slanopadža”, broken by a lightning strike. 5) Locality „Pod 
brdo”: an old pear „zapis” tree, broken by a lightning strike. 6) Locality 
„Pod gradine”: an old pear „zapis” tree. 7) Locality „Podi drum” toward 
the village of Krupac: old wild pear „zapis” tree called „slanopadža” 
(Златковић, 2006, p. 166),

- Locality: Kostur (Pirot municipality). According to literature data 
(Цветковић, 2001). 1) Locality „Bresje”: in the past, more old and tall 
elms – Ulmus sp. were in this place, over 20 m high. Crosses were cut 
on the highest elm tree during organized processions, named „Litije”, 
on the first day of St. George’s celebrations („Đurđevdan”). No elm 
trees are present today (Цветковић, 2001, p. 66).

- Locality: Krupac (Pirot municipality). According to literature data 
(Златковић, 2006). 1) Locality – exit from the village towards a place 
called „Slivnici”: an old oak „zapis” tree. 2) Locality „Antanas”: three 
old oak „zapis” trees with stone cross next to them dedicated to St Atha-
nasius (Sveti Antanas). 3) Locality „Ćeravica”: an old pear „zapis” tree. 
4) Locality „Blato/Jezero”: two old oak „zapis” trees. 5) Locality „Dub 
– u Brćino”: an old oak „zapis” tree, the Litije procession was organized 
there (Златковић, 2006, p. 174).
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- Locality: Nišor (Pirot municipality). According to literature data 
(Златковић, 2006). 1) In the village there is an old pear „zapis” tree 
with a stone cross, „Krs”, dedicated to the Ascension Day (Spasovdan). 
2) Locality „Bres”: old elm – Ulmus sp. and oak (Q. cerris) „zapis” 
tree. 3) Locality „Carina”, „Šumaričći Krs”: an old pear „zapis” tree. 4) 
Locality „Dub”, an old oak „zapis” tree (Q. cerris), and a stone cross 
dedicated to holidays Elijah (Sveti Ilija), when grapes are brought to the 
tree , on August 2. 5) Locality „Stamenova češma”, old pear and elm – 
Ulmus sp. „zapis” trees. 6) Locality „Skrivena”, old pear „zapis” tree. 
7) Locality „Pasenica”, an old pear „zapis” tree. 8) Locality „Stupčevi 
dolove”, an old pear „zapis” tree on the left side of the old road towards 
the village of Velika Lukanja (Златковић, 2006, p. 187).

- Locality: Obrenovac (Pirot municipality). Reported by Miša 
Jovanović from Pirot, born in the village Obrenovac. About fifteen old 
oak trees are located in the village, forming a small holy grove, next 
to the village cemetery named „Grobišta”. Traditionally, all villagers 
gathered next to these old oak trees for the village holiday, Djurdjevdan 
(Džurdžovd’n), on May 6, where they shared a communal lunch includ-
ing homemade kneaded bread („Pogača”) and roasted lamb („Molitva”). 
According to Zlatković (Златковић, 2006), аpart from the St. George’s 
Day holiday, the inhabitants of the village gathered there during two oth-
er religious holidays of the Holy Trinity (Sveta Trojica) and St John of 
the Autumn (Sveti Jovan Jesenji). Apart from this locality with old oak 
trees, Zlatković (2006) mentioned the following localities with old „za-
pis” trees: 1) Locality „Turska lozja”: an old oak „zapis” tree (Q. cerris). 
2) Locality „Trap”: an old pear variety „zapis” tree, called „vodanac”. 
3) Locality „Kod prugu do mosle”: an old pear „zapis” tree. 4) Locality 
„Golemi Kamik”: an old oak „zapis” tree. 5) Locality „Kravulište”: an 
old pear variety „zapis” tree, called „vodanac”. 6) Locality „Bektežnica”: 
an old oak „zapis” tree (Златковић, 2006, p. 196).

- Locality: Orlja (Pirot municipality). According to literature data 
(Радојчић, 2017), Locality „Selsko branište”: an old oak tree with a 
stone dedicated to St Dimitry (Sveti Dimitrije) (Радојчић, 2017, p. 
129).

- Locality: Osmakovo (Pirot municipality). According to the report 
of Goran Mitić from Pirot, in the area of this village, there are five old 
oak trees, one of which may have fallen. It is the triple border of Stara, 
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Suva and Svrljiške mountains. Women leave cloths there. There is a 
board, they are under the protection of the state. According to Mitić 
(2018) а special attraction of the village of Osmakova is represented by 
five oak trees, which are located on Gološ hill. These trees grow next 
to each other, all five equally tall, which is a real rarity in nature. They 
are under state protection and are a symbol of the village. According 
to tradition each of them bears the name of a saint (Митић, 2018, pp. 
262-263).

- Locality: * Petrovac (Pirot municipality). According to the report 
of Nensila R. from Pirot. An old oak „zapis” tree (Q. cerris)  is located 
near the road, before the village Petrovac, with a stone cross and icon 
dedicated to St Nicolas (Sveti Nikola), under the oak tree. There is no 
undergrowth around the tree, so this tree can continue to grow unhin-
dered. According to the local residents of this village, next to this oak 
tree there are certain customs during the summer St Nicholas Day, but 
there are no longer any liturgies, which were popular before.

- Locality: Poljska Ržana (Pirot municipality). According to lit-
erature data (Виденовић, 1998), one old „zapis” tree was in the vil-
lage of Poljska Ržana: an old elm (Ulmus sp.) called „Mezinsći bres” 
(Виденовић, 1998, p. 149).

- Locality: Ponor (Pirot municipality). According to literature data 
(Ђорђевић, 2001), 1) Locality „Granice” – „Končukar” toward „Ro-
sulje”: an old oak „zapis” tree (Q. cerris) dedicated to St John the Her-
bgatherer (Sveti Jovan Biljober). According to the same author, the tree 
is over 1 m in diameter, and the width of the crown is over 10 m. Ac-
cording to residents of the village, the oak tree is over 200 years old. 
This tree is not under the protection of the state and in recent years it has 
rapidly deteriorated and rotted. Opposite the oak, on the eastern side, 
there is old wild pear „zapis” tree, called „slanopadža”, under which 
two stone crosses are located (Ђорђевић, 2001, стр. 148). 2) Local-
ity „Ogranja”: a walnut tree (J. regia) supposedly over 300 years old. 
(Ђорђевић, 2001, p. 20).

- Locality: Rsovci (Pirot municipality). According to the report of 
Ivica Veljković from the village of Dojkinci and Goran Mitić from 
Pirot. An old black pine tree (Pinus nigra) in the village Rsovci is under 
state protection and is locataed near the road to the cave of Vladikine 
Ploče leads past the village cemetery in Rsovci (Митић, 2018, p. 181). 
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- Locality: Rudinje (Pirot municipality). According to the report of 
Novica Stanković from the village of Temska, and Goran Mitić from 
Pirot. There are at least two oak trees located in this village. One place is 
more accessible than the other (in the village itself, next to the church). 
Outside the village Rudinje there is a small church dedicated to the 
Holy Mother of God (Presveta Bogorodica). Across from it is one of the 
old oak trees.  The second old oak tree is located on the road towards 
Mečileb, according to Goran Mitić. This road is next to the fountain. It 
takes half an hour to reach the oak tree in the direction of Cerova. 

- Locality: * Sopot (Pirot municipality) – A) Locality: Sopotski 
slivnici: an  old oak tree (Q. robur)  , around 850 years old, with a cross 
next to it, and a church dedicated to Archangel Gabriel (Sveti Arhangel 
Gavril). According to the report of Novica Stanković from the village 
of Temska and Slobodan Cvetković from the village of Cerova. B) Lo-
cality Sopot towards the village of Oreovica: an old wild pear (Pyrus 
pyraster (L.) Borkh.), and a cross dedicated to St Jeremy (Jeremija, a 
religious holiday against snakes). According to the report of Dobrila 
Vlatković from Pirot, born in Sopot.

Description: A) At the first locality, a few old pedunculate oaks (Q. 
robur) were recorded. The height of the largest tree is more than 21 
m, the circumference is 586 cm, the crown height is 18.8 cm , while 
the crown diameter is 29 m (Бранковић, 1997, p. 353). The branches 
of the oldest tree have started to dry, some have fallen, only a few are 
green. The probable reason for the drying out of this tree is damage to 
the roots. People were looking for gold in the soil near its roots, which 
formed a small cave under the tree, easily entered from the side. On the 
opposite side of the opening at the base of the tree are the remains of an 
engraved icon, which has also caused damage to the tree. Locals have 
fenced off the entire area based on donations from people from all over 
Serbia, and restored the church next to this „zapis” tree, dedicated to 
Archangel Gabriel at the beginning of 2025. The old stone cross is still 
standing, leaning against the fence. In that area, they have three more 
oak trees that have not been consecrated, and their branches are still 
green. Branković (Бранковић, 1997, p. 352) noted that the presence of 
pedunculate oaks is a rarity in the Pirot area. The same author has men-
tioned that in the past there were many more pedunculate oak trees in 
this place, but that during the Second World War the Bulgarians ordered 
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them to be cut down for firewood, thus almost completely destroying an 
exceptional natural rarity. On the perimeter of the fenced area there is 
an old hawthorn tree (Crataegus monogyna).

B) An old wild pear (Pyrus pyraster L.) with a stone cross dedicated 
to St Jeremy (Jeremija). A three-day religious holiday against snakes 
in the house and field is celebrated here, because the religious holiday 
of this village is Jeremija. The tree itself has rotten branches that have 
already fallen off, which no one removes. Bushy undergrowt has grown 
next to this old wild pear tree, which should be removed so that the 
tree can thrive. Previously, there were customs around this tree, which 
were abandoned. Women hung their clothes on its branches. A meal was 
brought to be consumed by the tree, as evidenced by the rotting wooden 
bench. Zlatković (2007-2008, p. 212) mentioned these two places as 
cult localities in the village of Sopot, among other cult places in the 
village.

- Locality: * Temska (Pirot municipality). According to the report of 
Novica Stanković from Temska. There are several old oak trees in this 
area. A) locality „Višnjica”: the old oak tree Quercus frainetto L. can be 
found across the road from the village of Kumanovo, through the field; 
B) locality „Potok”: A cross dedicated to Ascension Day (Spasovdan), 
a big religious holiday in the village Temska, can be found near the old 
black locusts Robinoa pseudoacacia L. C) Old oak trees (Q. cerris) at 
the locality of Brbuljovci, towards the village of Ragodeš. Zlatković 
(2014, p. 205) has also mentioned these old „zapis” trees.

Description: A) Тhere were two oaks on the left side of the road 
from Temska to Kumanovo, at the locality of Višnjica. According to 
local residents, one of the two old oaks had fallen due to old age. In 
its place are three stone crosses. The other old oak tree is a Hungarian 
oak – Quercus frainetto, which is in good condition, with a girth of 6 
m. One of its larger branches facing the road has been cut, probably 
due to the possibility of passing large harvesters. B) A clump of black 
locusts the old „Miro” tree according to the locals, which probably fell 
because of its age. Now the oldest black locust, overgrown by Hedera 
helix L., may serve as a „zapis” tree.  C) An old Q. cerris  „zapis” oak 
two smaller trunks growing from the east of the main trunk, overgrown 
with bushes and manna ash (Fraxinus ornus) saplings.
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- Locality: Topli Do (Pirot municipality). According to the report of 
Stanko Madić an old oak tree can be found at the entrance to the village 
of Topli Do.

- Locality: Trnjana (Pirot municipality). According to literature data 
(Виденовић, 1998).  There are five old „zapis” trees in the village of 
Trnjana: 1) An old pear called „Ćirin prisad”. 2) An old Q. cerris oak 
on the left bank of the Bara stream. 3) „Žabin brest” – Ulmus sp. on the 
left side of the road to the village of Polska Ržana. 4) An old pear tree 
in the field at the locality „Svete Drenće” – the tree is rotten. 5) An old 
Q. cerris oak at the locality „Gložje” (Виденовић, 1998, p. 148). Ac-
cording to the same author, the residents of the village Trnjana usually 
visit the zapis „trees” during the summer St Nicholas holiday („Sveti 
Nikola”) on May, 22, following periods of dry weather. Everyone sang 
church and folk songs for God to send rain and prevent drought from 
damaging crops. 

- Locality: Veliki Jovanovac (Pirot municipality). According to lit-
erature data, three old „zapis” trees could be found in the village of 
Veliki Jovanovac: 1) An old pear tree at the locality „Jeminovica”. 2) 
An old Q. cerris oak at the locality „Rid”, 3) An old Q. cerris oak at the 
locality „Trnjivica” (Виденовић, 1998, p. 149).

- Locality: Veliki Suvodol (Pirot municipality). According to the 
reports of Stanko Madić and Goran Mitić from Pirot. Stanko Madić 
claims that there is an oak „zapis”  tree – Miro, and it takes half an hour 
to walk to it. According to Goran Mitić, the fountain before the church 
is the starting point of the path towards that oak tree.

- Locality: Veliko Selo (Pirot municipality). According to litera-
ture data (Златковић, 2006): 1) Locality „Krs”: Three stone crosses 
dedicated to the Holy Sunday (Sveta Nedelja), St Peter’s Day (Petro-
vdan) and St George’s Day (Džurdžovdn), and four old oak „zapis” 
trees near the village cemetery are visited by all villagers. 2) Locality 
„Ćitke”: stone cross dedicated to St Elijah (Sveti Ilija) and two old 
oak „zapis” trees visited by some families. 3) Locality „Džućin bu-
nar”: stone cross dedicated to St German (Džerman) – religious holi-
day, May 25, and an old maple „zapis” tree, local name „klen” – Acer 
campestre. 4) Locality „Malo Selište”: an old, dried-up Q. cerris oak 
„zapis” tree. 5) Locality „Ćirkova Bara”: old elm „zapis” tree – Ulmus 
sp. – cut down. 6) Locality „Trša-Bara”: old elm „zapis” tree – Ulmus 
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sp. – cut down. 7) Locality „Golemo Selište”: an old pear „zapis” tree 
(Златковић, 2006, p. 138).

- Locality: * Vojnegovac (Pirot municipality). According to the re-
port of Goran Mitić from Pirot. Two old Q. cerris oak „zapis” trees, 
locally called „Miro”, can be found outside the village towards the cem-
etery – one half way up, another inside the cemetery. The area around 
the former tree is neglected. The tree is strongly overgrown by younger 
trees and shrubs and is in the need of clearing. In the past the soil was 
moved, because gold was sought near the roots of the oak, and the tree 
is starting to dry up.  According to the statement of a resident of this 
village, there were various customs concerning this specimen. tree. A 
lamb was slaughtered and a soup called „molitva” was made from it. 
Each family had its own stone on which food brought from home and 
prepared for the holiday was placed. Unfortunately, this custom has 
been abandoned for decades and exists only in the memories of older 
residents, who came to this village celebration as children with their 
parents. We estimate that these customs may have already stopped in 
the 1960s. The latter oak is in good condition and is cleared from under-
growth. Old oak trees called „Miro” and located near or at cemeteries, 
can also be found in the villages of Obrenovac and Poljska Ržana in the 
Pirot municipality (Матић, 2009, p. 49).

- Locality: Vranište (Pirot municipality). According to literature data 
(Митић, Пејић, Златковић, Видановић, 2005). A special type of cult 
place in the village of Vranište was represented by old oak trees named 
„Mirosani hrastovi”, of which there were fifteen in the village area. 
In olden times, every year, the Litije procession was organized during 
the religious holiday of Annunciation („Blagovesti”, April 7). Accord-
ing to the same authors, people, both old and young, gathered in the 
wheat fields, and during the procession (Litije) they carried the priest 
and sang: „Kolki pop, tolki snop” („what priest, such a sheaf”). The 
walking procession of people during „Litije” passed by all 15 oak trees 
with stone crosses next to them (Митић и сар, 2005, p. 63).

- Locality: Zavoj (Pirot municipality). According to the reports of 
Goran Mitić from Pirot, and Slađana Đorđević born in the village of 
Zavoj. In the area of the former village of Zavoj, there is an old oak tree, 
not accessible by car, only by foot, approximately 4 km along the road 
from „Brana” to „Mrtvački most”. The cross of St Elijah (Sveti Ilija) 
from 1816 can be found next to the „zapis” tree.
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In the Pirot District, trees formally protected as natural monuments 
and included in national lists of protected areas in the Republic of Ser-
bia are the following: 1) Five oak trees – „Pet stabala hrasta” on Golaš 
hill near the village of Osmakovo (Pirot municipality), protected since 
1966. 2) Pedunculate oak (Q. robur) in Sopot (Pirot municipality), pro-
tected since 1985. 3) Sessile oak in Divljana (Bela Palanka municipal-
ity), protected since 1984. 4) Black pine (P. nigra) in Rsovci village 
(Pirot municipality).

Of the visited sites, the following localities with old trees are not 
properly maintained: 1) one of the oaks in the village of Vojnegovac at 
the exit of the village, 2) an old pear tree in the village of Sopot, and 3) 
the third locality named „Brbuljovci” in the village of Temska. They are 
not cleared by mowing or grazing. Such activities should be resumed 
to prevent the natural process of succession, with intense bushy under-
growth and tree saplings taking the area over.  One side of an old oak 
tree in the village of Sukovo was burned. 

Unfortunately, treasure seekers have often undermined the roots of 
old oak trees, such as the pedunculate oak in Sopot and the Turkey oak 
in Vojnegovac, causing these trees to begin dying.

Future research directions include visiting all of the mentioned lo-
calities that are not marked with a * in this paper, recording the trees’ 
condition as well as making proposals for their legal protection. Na-
ture Protection Law (Zakon o zaštiti prirode) enables the protection of 
single trees, tree groups, and avenues as „spomenik prirode”. Manage-
ment plans can be issued even for such small sites through the sup-
port of the Ministry of Environmental Protection and the Institute for 
Nature Conservation of Serbia, and local municipalities. The protection 
of old trees in Pirot District has not only conservation value, but also 
a broader significance for environmental protection, education, aware-
ness, aesthetics, and tourism. Guided tours to old trees, in which people 
can learn about their role in history, nature, and spirituality, can also be 
organized.

CONCLUSION

During the research, 50 localities with old trees in the Pirot District 
were documented, of which 27 localities were mentioned by our inter-
viewees, and a further 23 were found in the literature. Four trees are 
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already under the protection of the state. The dominating genera are 
oak and pear. The following localities with old trees were visited during 
field studies: Veliki Suvodol, Radoševac, Divljana, Petrovac, Vojnego-
vac, Sopot, Temska, and Borovsko Polje. The most common registered 
trees are oaks: 1) Quercus cerris in Borovsko polje, Sukovo, Petrovac, 
Vojnegovac, 2) Q. petraea in Divljana, 3) Q. frainetto in Temska, 4) 
Q. robur in Sopot, and 5) Q. pubescens at localities Radoševac and 
Sukovo. A wild pear (Pyrus pyraster) was also registered during field 
studies near Sopot. Regarding the assessment of their condition, some 
detected old trees in the Pirot District show age- and climate-related 
decline, decay detection, and crown/soil care are usually nonexistent.

The further program for the protection of old trees on the territory of 
the city of Pirot would have the following goals: improvement of envi-
ronmental protection, education and development of awareness among 
citizens to promote care and preservation, as well as the provision of an 
aesthetically beautiful and well-organized green area and tourist seg-
ment. Further research may identify priority candidates (churchyard 
oaks, village commons, field boundary trees) and prepare studies of 
protection for municipal adoption under Nature Protection Law. Eco-
festivals can be organized around old trees, so that they can be cel-
ebrated through a combination of tradition, music, and conservation.
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РЕЗИМЕ

У раду је приказан преглед локалитета на којима се налазе 
дрвета у Пиротском округу, која су често стара и више стотина 
година. Оваква стабла имају пре свега природни и еколошки значај. 
Представљају природне споменике и чувају генетичку разноликост. 
Осим тога, дрвета „записи“ имају и културни и духовни значај у 
традицији српског народа, али и шире на балканском простору. 
„Запис“ је дрво, нaјчешће храст, које је освећено од стране 
свештеника и служи као место молитве, саборишта и завета.

Етноботаничка студија је спроведена у форми интервјуа са 
локалним становницима града Пирота о локалитетима у Пиротском 
округу на којима се налазе стара стабла. Преглед локалитета који је 
забележен током истраживања, као и према подацима из литературе, 
дат је по општинама и абецедним редом назива локалитета.

Формално заштићена дрвећа као споменици природе у 
Пиротском округу на националним листама заштићених подручја 
у Републици Србији су: 1) Пет храстова – „пет стабала храста“ 
на брду Голаш код села Осмаково (општина Пирот), заштићени 
од 1966. године; 2) Храст лужњак – „храст лужњак“ у селу Сопот 
(општина Пирот), заштићен од 1985. године; 3) Храст китњак – 
„храст китњак“ у селу Дивљана (општина Бела Паланка), заштићен 
од 1984. године; 4) Црни бор – Pinus nigra у селу Рсовци (општина 
Пирот). Нажалост, непознати трагачи за закопаним златом веома 
често поткопавају корење старих храстова, као што је пример 
храста лужњака у селу Сопот, па се дрво због тога суши.

Будући правци истраживања су посете свим поменутим 
локалитетима са старим дрвећем, евидентирање стања ових 
стабала, као и предлози за њихову заштиту. Закон о заштити 
природе омогућава заштиту појединачних стабала, група дрвећа и 
алеја као „споменика природе“; планови управљања могу се издати 
чак и за тако мале локације. Водећа тела су Министарство заштите 



246

M. S. Marković et al.: Preliminary documentation of old trees...	 Пиротски зборник 50 (2025) 223-246

животне средине и Завод за заштиту природе Србије, а спровођење 
се дели са општинама. Заштита старих стабала у Пиротском округу 
нема само конзерваторску вредност, већ и шири значај за заштиту 
животне средине, образовање, свест, естетику и туризам. Могу се 
организовати вођене туре за заинтересоване да посете стара стабла 
и сазнају више о њиховој улози у историји, природи и духовности.
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